 beyond the self
[image: image1.png]1¢
- -

- L]




 
   
                                                                                    www.karna.org
Dear Friend,
The circle of life nurtures us with no questions asked, no expectations forthcoming. And yet, we owe a debt to the society we belong to and the environment we live in.  Fortunately, the human species are endowed with an incredible capacity to think and rationalize and, more so, with a conscience that motivates us to repay our debt.  

Being part of an affluent society, we have no worries about the mundane, daily requirements of life.  However, there is a huge mass of population that has to struggle for its daily bread and sustenance from day to day.  There are children who are not able to go to school because their parents cannot afford the expenses and need their two hands and sweat to supplement their income. These people live in the same world as you and me, but are not so fortunate and go through the daily grind without basic education, healthcare and other essential amenities. A small contribution from you might bring cheer to a few faces, probably increase the life span of some, and enable a budding genius realize his full potential.

KARNA is involved in specific projects in India to alleviate the suffering of people.  Our target is to raise money/specific material help to support the projects. 
We are targeting this fundraising campaign towards our grassroots project – Project “hOMeShakti”. This project supports the afterschool program at five centers in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, India.  The concept is fairly simple – running a school within a "hOMe" or premises whose owner is willing to provide space for 3-4 hrs.  With the support of  teachers who are also owners of the “hOMe”, the children from nearby localities are given supervised after-school support in the form of educational coaching and access to computer literacy.  These children belong to the deprived sections of society whose parents, struggling to make their both ends meet, are not able to guide or supervise their children as they themselves are not qualified enough and are working long hours to make the ends meet. The effort is also to provide holistic education. The children are given exposure to health and environmental issues as well as knowledge of India’s cultural heritage and spiritual values.  At one of the centers the children are also exposed to Karate classes and compete in local competitions.  We have grown to approx. 200 students in the five centers.  
At the outset I would like to mention that KARNA does not spend a single penny of donor expenses for administrative or overhead expenses. It utilizes ALL the money collected through donors to spend on the causes that it supports. I am sure you will appreciate this, knowing how some organizations run with significant staff overhead and administrative expenses and very little money actually goes to the real needy.  

I am sure, like everyone else, you also get a lot of requests for charitable contributions.  We want you to think of us because we pride and differentiate ourselves in our focus on the socially and economically disadvantaged, our integrity in directing every cent of public donation towards our projects and, lastly, our belief in the power of changing the lives of children for a better future.        

We are seeking funding this year to expand the program to at least another 200 students.    We would sincerely appreciate your contributions for this endeavor. 
With sincere regards and thanking you in anticipation on our “ask” of you.   

Piyush Singh
